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. House Judiciary Committee regarding HB168
Directors
There is a growing body of scientific evidence which demonstrates drugged driving to be a
leading cause of traffic crashes, injuries, and fatalities. Montana is the second highest state

Chair ~ Roger Thompson; Madison with known Marijuana use in fatal crashes which is an unenviable ranking. Only Alaska has

County Undersheriff 2 higher known level of Marijuana involvement in fatal crashes. The percentage of
Marijuana use in Montana passenger vehicle drivers in fatal crashes from 2006-2009
Co-Chair — Dave Schenk; Madison showed an inereasing trend. When driver blood is tested in a fatal crash, the major classes

of drugs identified are narcotics, depressants, stimulants, and Matijuana. For Montana

County Sheriff drivers, Marijuana is the most often identified drug. More than half of the drugs identified
. in blood tests of drivers from 2005-2009 was Marijuana. The National Highway Traffic
Coordinator — Lynn Lowder; Safety Administration (NHTSA) estimates a value of a life lost in a traffic fatality at $6.1
Environmental Prevention Services, million. In 2009 there were 28 drivers in Montana that were Marijuana impaired, resulting
in a total of 32 fatalities. If you accept this $6.1 million estimate per life lost, the economic
Co-Secretary — Mardi Eiford; Victim loss is about $195 million. The loss of 99 lives related to drivers impaired by Marijuana in

Montana from 2007-2009 is estimated at over $600 million. This is no minor problem.

Impact Choices and Consequences Marijuana nse continues to grow with the advent of medical Marijnana laws and

Program Director/Owner legalization in other states.
Scott Newell - Police Chief City of Operation of a motor vehicle while under the influence of cannabis is already a eriminal
Ennis offense in all 50 states, however, no current tests are established to help determine a level in
the bloodstream that would support the proof of driving under the influence of this drug.
. ] . Per se laws for alcoho] exist and have been proven successful as will per se Marjjuana laws.
David MacKenzie - Ennis Police In addition, with the per se standard, drivers will have another concern to consider i that
Reserve Officer they must abstain from use of illegal drugs before getting behind the wheel of a car or face

the risk of a “Drugged Driving” conviction.
Janet Zimmerman — Community

Member Montapa has mumerous roads and highways open to all to use. Everyone takes the safety of

others into their hands when they use our roadways. There is no more safety sensitive
common activity than driving a motor vehicle as Montana’s fatality rate demonstrates every
Randy Lowder — Community Member year. Conviction of drugged drivers is not the only positive outcome of establishing per se
statutes. Enforcing these effective drugged driving laws will create a major new path to
substance abuse treatment just the way drunk driving law enforcement has established a
path to treatment for people with alcohol-related problems.

(Eaftevmation from NHTSA, Intitate Sor Bebavior & Hoaiti Mot Marijmma Use of Fassenger Vehlcle and Morcycls Drivesotn Fatk! Mindy Vebiele Craabes, 2009)

We support all legislation that works towards decreasing DUI's; HB168 is another step
towards these goals.
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